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a platform such as hag heen suggested by Mr.
Cleveland.” . ‘

No one can misunderatand that &tatemf..tl}l]t(:
If the gold democratas have the mfuoritiy’ ir_? ”(:
democratic national convention the democra m.
party will declare in favor of the single g‘t'aﬂ
standard and will be delivered, bound nn‘ri g:w.;l, -1°:
into the merciless keeping of the powerful inte 2
estg that have controlled the repubiican party arl:
by that contro] have dominated the affairs of the
nation. N

Arae democrats willing that this program shall
be carried out?
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The Beef Trust's Work,
Repregentative Martin  of South Dakotla,

speaking before the house committee on interstate
commerce, made an interesting showing concern-
ing the operations of the beef trust. According

lo Mr, Martin's statement the facts appear to be
as lollows:

The price of cattle since early in 1903 fell
until last December, when it reached the low-
esl price in five years.

The price of dressed beef during the first
8lx monthg of 1903 correspondingly Aeclined;
bul about the 1st of July it began to recover,
and during the fall of 1903 it reached a point,
at which the spread between the price of cat~
tle and drezsed beef wag from $12 0 $16—a
difference greater than any preceling record.

Dressed beef is bringing as much now as
In 1901, while cattle are much lower,

Consequently, there is & great losg to
producers of cattle in the west. Many of the
stockmen have become embarrassed at the
present condition of affairs, whicn cannot be
attributed to natural causes,

The foreign market for American beef is
good, and the local market is probably the
best in many years,

In August, 1903, the price of dressed beef
wag $8.37% per 100 pounds, although it cost
but $6.17 on the hoof.

In February, 1501, dressed beel =0ld at the
Same price, but heef on the hoof cost $6.50.

In one instance a cattle ralser shipped a
consignment to the Chicago stock yards, He
found no competition whatever, and, in fact,
the absence of a real market. This cattle
raiser called upon the various concerns, but
secured a bid from only one. He finally ac-
cepted this. His curiosity had been aroused,

and he resolved to see what the reason was

that they did not bid. That night the steers
8011 to the one firm by this cattle raiser were
separated into seven equal lots an? distri-
buted among the seven different concerns,

In the face of thig Sshowing what do the re-
publicans purpose doing? They propose to au-
thorize the secretary of commerce and labor to
Investigate in order fo determine whether a trust
exists. That fact is already clearly shown by the
affidavitg filed by the federal law officers in the
injunction proceedings against the beef combine,

These republican learterg realize, however,

vided for an investigation that will

sarily, long drawn out. It is a wholly unnecessary
investigation, because the facts are alrealy clearly

set forth in the Papers filed in the federal court
at Chicago.

hey general to
oceedings and call évery one
t trust magnates before a court

of justice, under the criminal clause of the Sher-
man anti-trust law,
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Too Much Power.

In his speech in the house of representatives,
Mr. Martin of South Dakota sald: “I am not
one who goes into hysteria every time the word
‘trust’ is mentioned. The trust has Come (o stay,
'l';he t!uestlun is:  Will the trust let the rest of us
stay,’

Commenting upon this statement, the Chi-
cago Record-Heralg sayg:

“This is the whole ‘trust’ Question ip g
nutshell. No one doubts (hat the trust has
come to stay, The public is now pretty well
informed regarding the génesis of the trust,
It is disposed to take a sane view of the ip-
dustrial combination, re

ognizing it as
evolution of conditong

an
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cheapening of the procegses (ff prmhfwttl(t);n-
and distribution, and for an invasion nm vh
eign markets against formidable «-nm‘un:_' { lpt.

“But the question is ‘Will the trus Bt . _.
the rest of us stay?” Will they 1,«){1{:1-19“’(:']_\91'
and entirely disregard the consumel. . 1!
they combine in such a way as t.n. fix f’llll(-
control the prices of the manufactured .I”E".
net? If they do, the monopoly thus created
is 80 clearly a menace to the people as .'”
leave no doubt regarding the necessity for
federal regulation and control of such com-
bines."”

If it be true that the trusts have come lo
stay, then why protest against llw‘ mr-ntal.}lv
consequences of the trust system? 1] I‘m Record-
Herald confesses the serious results of the trust
system when it says: ‘“The qm--sliun_tgr_m is,
‘Will the trusts let the rest of us stay’?

If the trust has come to stay, then so f”ﬂ;‘{
as human selfishness exists the men in charge of
the trusts will use their power for selfish advant-
age. They will say just what they will pay for
the things they must buy on the one hand, and
on the other hand they will say just what must
be paid for the things they sell; and the people
will be ground between the upper and the nether
millstone,

If the situation has progressed so far that
the question now is, “Will the trusts let the rest
ol us stay,” then it is high time the “rest u'f us”
were doing something in the way of seif-defense.

Relief is not to be obtaineqd by telling these
people that they may conspire 1n restraint of
trade, that they may destroy the laws of compe-
tition, provided their conspiracy and their de-
flance are carried only to a “reasonable” extent.
The coal barons and the beef trust magnates
have not, In their opinion, bheen unrcasonable;
and yet, the people have complained Litterly of
the actions of these men.

The public interests suffer whenever
men have the power to fix prices,
nopoly is intolerable and cannot be defended,
even though the defense be made on the plea
that the trusts are a part of evolution and have
come to stay. If they haye come to stay, then the
people are at their mercy and the question will
continue to be: “Will the trusts let the rest of
us stay?"' Whether they will let the rest of us
stay depends upon how much the traffic will
bear,

When Nick Biddle told Andrew Jackson that
his bank haq made and unmade United States
senators and- couid make and unmak- a presj-
dent, “0O14 Hickory” replied: “If your bank can
make and unmake senators and can make and
unmake presidents, thep jt has too much power,
and by the Eternal, I'll veto your charter,"}

Admitting that the trusts have g:'n?v'h {o
Such enormous proportions that th» question now
i8: “Will the trusts let the rest of s £lay,"” then
intelligent men must understand {1 at the trusts
have altogether too much power ang instead of
being tolerated, insteaq of being recognized in

any degree, they should pe destroyed by the
strong arm of the law,
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Cost of Imperialism,

~In the discussion of the naval appropriatien
bill Senator Hale of Maine

submitted g foy
marks which ought to attr

! rht act widenprea atten-
tion. He objecteq to the pla

( N8 of the naval hoard,
saying that to ¢ be board
000 per annum. He
Te a8 much as $120,«

a few
Private mo-

would soon require $200,000
thought that it might requi
000,000 next year., He gaiqd:

“The nava) officer ig

and simple, apg the American ngyy hounds
his complete horizon, To him the niivy 18 ei'-
erything ang the naval board hag run too
much in the direction of enormous ships, In

¢ naval officerg gre like the
ts to raige the biggest Pump-
They don't want Great Briiain op Ger-
many to exce] the United Stateg,

Of tourse, the naval officer wants the biggest
navy in _tht1 world, but why shoulg the LI::{-‘?;:HE
€rs submit to eh a scheme? e
) Auf.ordmg lo the presg reporis the Senatop
admitted that the last extensive addilhmq' to fl'e
navy ha_d been made necessary by the avq'ni'siti'ol
(l"l' the lihiiippilueu.” ard he addeq thixt. he ;voulg
1111\'0 to “get rig of those islands ™ He declared
l‘dl' in case of war we have to spend “hundy s
lmllinn.\é In the Philippinesg, ok
= I‘h‘n‘ m»t_‘m im[_wrlalivm is enormous anq it
8 colle ted from the whole People, The e fi
Ol imperialism are insignificant an;l m'r: ;,at}':fnf;

l“ I'\ H “'n]lllll'f” " 0 l" )II
) l ive » 1

a naval officer pure

ly smal num by

The exploiterg who are

will get rich; army contractorg will mu.':- anly
ratiroads and steamships wip Profil, |, 1,::1"'”"
tation charges; shipbuilderg and nlfnm‘.'an[;,I-:H:
of armor plate will fatten as the g, . Horeg
and a lot of neiw officers will fing life ]N.uj,'l}l'.'es
and the people will foot the bl =

as imperialism is, when measured by ﬂuli;:’r‘qnzwe
cents the greatest lnjury is tha done h‘] t’}:ﬂ
honor and reputation of tye nation, \y. 'ann:
evmpathize with the oppresged anywhero wuhmo ¢
being rebuked by the oppressors and wo ‘.m”"'}t_
¢mphasize at home principles that we are violat
ng in the Orient. The democrai, position qn
the subject is being vindicated Dy events anq
sooner or later it will be accepted by COUNe
iry, If the democratic leaders woulq only show
a little moral courage and challenge

the repiihe
licans to defend ,the meoraj Princiniey |

8 Involveq
intheir policies we would soon have th
licans on the defensive,

’ } 4 50Urce
of strength to our nation the Philippines

§ 'ed In a
foreign war and the natives would rise up

against
our carpet-bag government, Heretofore we have
been invincible and have

been saveq the ex.
pense of a large army and navy. Now We are
immensely weakeneg notwithstandine an  ine

treased army and navy expenditure
hundred millions a year,

Can this erimina) and costly folly continye
longer?

of nearly ona
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Why Not?

A reader of The Commoner directs attentinn
to Attorney Genera) Knox's report showing the
expenditure of some $23,000 out of the half mil.
lion dollar appropriation for the prosecution of
trusts, and pointg out that this repor shows
that the salt trust in California was arraigned
under the criminal clause of the Sherman antie

result being that the officers of the
trust were fined $1,000. This reader encloses an

» in which, after referring to the criminal
broceedings against the salt trust i
Journal says:

“The inquiry ig pertinent why something
of the same sort hag not bheen done in the
tase of the larger combinations which have
been exacting excessive prices from consum-
ers. What hag happenel to a litlie combina-
tion in California, of wihich few people over
heard, ought to have happened to the large
and aggressive monopolies, if the law is (o be
made effective for the porpeoses for which it
was intended. It ig hard to believe that there
Is any intention to strike the big feliows

The Courier-Journal
The Commoner p
bublie attention

I8 eminently co-rect.
48 on several oceasions directed

to the failure of the adminislra}-
tion to enforce the criminal clause of the auiie

trust law, Administration representauves hoast
that the broceedings against the salt trust pio-
vided materia) relief to the public. That being
true, why wonlq it not pe proper to use the crim-
ndictment against the other and larger trustg
Whose managers conspire against the people?

Yy
Needless Investigation.

1 by Repreaenta-tlve Martin of South i)a-
the secretary of commerce ana la-
ate the cauge of the low prices of

beef cattle, since July 1, 1908, and to determine
Whether there exists a beef trust

We are told that thig resolution will be
bromptly adopteq, but, of course, whatever (he
motive of jtg introducer may be, ifs effect wili be
merely to delay the bringing about of substantial
relief. There is ne need of an investigation as to
the existence of a beef trust, for the attorney
seneral made affidavit in the injunction procecis
o 55 agaiust the packing houses, that such a trust
t]t.i[!.‘i exist, Insteaq of calling upon the secrctaly
Of commerce ang lapor to investigete the house
Would do better i it should call upon the attor-
oY Beneral to enforee the eriminal clanse of (1o
SYIu"rnmn anti-trust 1w against the hHeef combine.
| vigorous criminal prosecution vl
];1'0\;11!1! a remedy in gych cases as these.
. Thege trugt magnates care nething for in-
Junctions, They are not serlously disturbed by 2
“Umparatively gmal fine. If they were made 10
know, however, that they could not violate e
law of the lang Without paying the penalty of in-
i:rrsom'uent, they would, very soon mend their
'ays, . _ '




